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1 The Dedication: 


good Diſpoſition you were in; under the 


Influence of that good Spirit, "whoſe Pre- 


ſence 1 is the Life and Beauty of our Reli- 
gion. As for the reſt, ſurely the Day 


inſpired you; when you come to read it 


over cool, and without any Quicknings 
fromthe Delivery, I wiſh you may not miſs 
of what you thought to have been in tt. 
However, it gives me an Opportunity 
of preſenting you with ſome Strictures 


upon thoſe TS! which; 1 ſhall make 
it the Buſineſs of my Life to promote, ir 


all the Ways that J find appointed; wz. 
Truth and Peace, Faith and Holineſs, and 
affectionate Foyalty to the beſt of Kings. | 

Let us be true to our own-Sentiments, 
and allow a Liberty to thoſe who differ 


from us; who have an equal Right with | 


our {elves to that Liberty, till be and 


Evidence force them to ſutrender to our 


7 better Information. Tlis ſecures the 


Liberty of Tr: T7 all 1 Hing ge, with the Du- 


ty of Eotdng faſt that NOT is good. Be mot 


toſſed about with every Wind of Dodrine, nor 
ſhipwreck d by any Temptation. Guard 
inf the. many Snares you tread among; 
1 


The Diediaationt ii 


and remember that the looſe Eye, the in- 


dulged Appetite, and the wanton Mind, 
have made ſad Work among many who 
have 1. un well, If you will not, by the 
Help of Divine Grace, croſs F leſh and 
Blood. to pleaſe your God and Saviour, it 
is to very little Purpoſe what you think 
of him, or what fine Words you give him, 
or what other Honours you pay him, which 
coſt nothing but the Labour of the ulemory. 
They that Srl not have Chriſt to Rule over 
them, all the reſt is but crying, Lord! Loyd! 
The Dominion of any Luſt will ſet you 


farther from the Bleſſings of the Covenant, 


than any Miſtakes in Opinion of a meck 
and honeſt Mind, which is under the Pro- 


miſe of being (for the main) guided in hir 


ay. Vour Likeneſs to the Divine Na- 


ture, is of greater Importance towards 


your Enjoyment of, God, than the Meer 
ſpeculative Felicity of hitting i it right, in 


ſome Modes of thinking of him; — — 5 


in the Vorſt of Beings may excel us, and 
the Beſt can never nd him out unto Perfe- 
Fon. You are, I am ſure, directed to 

Buy the "Tous * _ it not; and not to 
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Pr. as . . 
iv. The Dedication. 
bold it in Unrghteouſneſs. Nou are the 
more encourag'd in all your Enquiries, as 
you ſee the Day approaching, wherein 
à ſincere Love to Truth; and Enquiry 
after it, which is of ſo great Price in the 
other World, ſhall not be the moſt hurtful 
Quality to a Man in this. They jhall nei- 
ther hurt nor deſtroy in all my Holy Mountain. 
My Heart's Defire and Prayer to God | H 
for you is, that you may think truly, and | = 
live godly. That you may abound in that 
Knowledge which does not puff up, and 
in that Grace that edifics,, I heartily con- 
gratulate with you, upon the hopeful 
Profpe& of the compleat Recovery of 
the Reverend Mr. Foxon, and his Refto- 
ration to all his uſeful Capacities. That 
he, and they, who jointly Miniſter to 
you in Holy Things, may rejoyce together, 
in the viſible Succeſs of their Labours, is 
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Ps 41x CXXXIL 18. 


His. Enemies will I cloath with 
| Shame, but upon himſelf ſhall 
bis Cre Un Juuriſh. 


HIS Day was the Ca of 
Great-Britain ſet upon the Head 
of a Prince, who is likely to 
| make it ſhine with unuſual hag 
IN ry. Let our Crown i impart what 
„Honour it will to im that now 
wears it, We may fafely expect that he will 
make an Addition to it. 
It gives a pleaſing Accent to the Joys of this 


Day, that the loud Acclamations we hear, are 
The Pomp of 


the Voice of a Sayed People. 
the Coronation,” and. the Show of this Boy: 
and irs Solemnity, Was not a Triumph over 
our Religion and Liberties. How different is 


Day, 

heard, with our Hearts frembling for the Ark 

of God: 4 Tis rather, the Sbout of 1/ract, when 
B 


they 


the loud Gladnefs that rolls along the Air this 
from thoſe Noiſes we have ſometimes. 
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they recover d the Ark, and ſet it in its proper 
Place. * 


The melancholy Proſpects, we had a little 
before, difappear'd, The gloomy. Apprehenſions 
that had ſeiz'd the Minds of the true Lovers of 
their Country, were this Day, ſcatter d. The 
Proteſtant Succeſſion takes Place; in a Man- 
ner that will appear more and more confidera- 
ble, rhe more we obſerve the Signatures of the 


Hand of God in it; and the more we diſcover 


of the Machinations of wicked Men againſt it. 
We ſee the Throne fill d with a Defender of the 
Faith, not in Title only; but one who loves 
the Religion and Liberties of his People. We 
ſce the Throne ſurrounded with an Entail of 
Happineſs in the Royal Offspring: An Entail 
which we hope ſhall never be cut off. by all the 
Efforts of Hell and Rome. The Throne is guard- 


ed by Law againſt being proſtituted to Papiſts 


any more; and guarded by Providence. too, 


we truſt ; and that the ſame Almighty, Arm 
that has placd King George upon the Throne, 
and fo lovely a Family round about it, will E- 


ſtabliſh the //ork of his own Hands, will cloath 
his Enemies with Shame ; but upon himſelf cauſe 


his Crown to flouriſh. 


The Words are a Gracious Promiſe to Da- 


wid, or Prediction of. what God would do a- 


gainſt his Enemies, and for himſelf, I will en- 
ter into the Matter of them by ſome Obſerva- 


tions. 


| OBſ. IJ. King David had his Enemies, it 


| ſeems, as well as King George. The 


LAG * 


3 . 


FE 


The Man after God's own Heart; could nor 
engage every Man's Heart to himſelf. . His be- 


ing beloved by God, did not prevent his being 


maligned by Men. The Perfections of an An- 
gel would hardly reconcile the Houſe of Sau, 


or quiet the Sons of Belial. Excellence it ſelf 


is no Protection from the Envy of a Malignant 
Party. Kent: e 
David had a many Enemies too. Many are 
they that riſe-up againſt me, * was once his 


Complaint. Tis the leſs to be wonder at, if 


our Gracious Sovereign King George have his 
Enemies too, and many Enemies. Papiſts up- 


on the Score of their Religion, and ſome Pro- 


teſtants becauſe they are a weary of their own. 


Some from a Conſcience oddly moulded; others 


becauſe they have no Conſcience at all. Some 
of deſperate Fortunes, have nothing to loſe, 
and hope to*come-'in for a Share in a general 
Scramble; and ſome becauſe they have not fo 
much as they wou d have, or all they can crave 


and think their Merits overlook' d. Some are 


uneaſy becauſe their Neighbours are quiet; 
theſe are under the great Grievance of being 


hinder'd from abufing thoſe about them. 


He has had Rebellions raiſed againſt him 
too. Rebellions without Gtievance, without 


Provocation, againſt a Prince not only Right- 


ful and Lawful, but Wiſe, and Good, and Ten- 
der, and Indulgent. Againſt a Prince, who, 
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the leaſt Part of his Greatneſs from them. A- 
mong his Anceſtors we find the Sirnames of 
the Great, the Lion, the Strong, the Pious, the 
Liberal, the Vickorious, the Pacifick, the Mag- 


nanimous: I need not fear the Cenſure of giv- 


ing flattering Titles to Man, when I ſay, they 
all belong to him. "Twas in Germany that he 
-gather'd his firſt Laurels, before Triers, which 
he reſtored ro the Empire, having. beaten the 
French Army conſiſting of Veterane Troops. 
Carry your Eye along his: Hiſtory from that 
Time to this Day, and you'll find the Soldier, 
the Stateſman, the Chriſtian, the Hero, meer 
in him. This is the Man that muſt be ſet aſide 
for the ſake of a poor young raw Thing, that 
goes about the World according as Prieſts and 
Jeſuirs have Occaſion for him. 

It's true, our Sovereign is a Proteſtant, nd 
has a Soul the moſt remote from Bigotry and 
Superſtition. Senſible that Religion does not 
conſiſt in thoſe little Tricks which a Carnal 
World have ſubſtituted in its Room: But in 


Truth and Goodneſs, in Faith: and Obedience 


to God, and Love to one another. He under- 
ſtands the Chriſlian Religion, and our own 
Conſtitution too well, to be pleas d, that any 
that are good Subjects ſhould ſuffer in their 
Civil Rights, upon of their different 
Sentiments in Religious Matters. This is in- 


deed a Crime that ſome will not forgive; but 


it's no Matter for that, as long as this ſame 
Reaſon of their Enmity is one of tho Excel- 


lencies | 


tho he has a many Sovereign Titles, derives 


a SR. 
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lencies in his Character, that makes it the 
more belov d by God and good Men. I verily 
believe, he wou'd not have acc the Crown, 
if it cou'd have been had only upon Condition 
of Perſecuting one Part of his Suthects to pleaſe 
the other. 

A Prince, who. 148 all che Rig ht and Tids 
that a Wiſe Man need to value, — a Chriſtian 


be concern d about; vi. The Gift of God 


and the Direction of Providence, ſpeaking out, 
in the Voice of the aws, and the Choice of 
a free People, of him, and his Royal Line; 


and which is more than David could pretend 
to, a Deſcent from Anceſtors wx have worn 


the fame Crown before him. 


Of. I. God here promiſes to — Davids 


Part againſt all his Enemies, in two Reſpects. 
Cloathing his Enemies with Shame; and NY 
bis Crown flourife upon himelf-. 


K His E nemies te would Chath with Shame. 


One of his: —_ Bee was Saul. Saul 
perceiv d that the Crown was to go out of his 


own Family unto Davids, by the Deſignation 
of God. From that Time he could not bear 


him ; ſought to kill him himſelf; and employ'd 
others to do it; bur God cloathed him with 
Shame. The Spirir of God left Saul, and came 
upon David; and an Evil Spirit from the Lord 

troubld Saul. He is terrify'd by his Enemies, 


| diſtreſs, deſpairs, and TO Goliah falls ; Phi- 


Hl fines 


\ | 


Aſtines flee ;1i Nabal dies; the Amalekites are 
perſu d, made'torefund all their Prey, and Da- 
vid takes Spot enough to ſupport himſelf in 
his Diſtreſs, and to ſend Preſents to his Friends 
in Judah. The Houſe of Sau grows weaker 
and weaker; the Houſe of David, ſtranger and 
ſtronger. - Ab/a/om's Rebellion ends in his own 


Deſtruction; rhe Pride of his Beauty became the 


Inſtrument of his Ruin; catchd by his long 
Hair, he hung between Heavn and-:Earth. 
Struck thro with a Dart, and at length thrown 
into a Pit. Sh;mei's Railing and Curſes fly back 
in his own Face, like Duſt thrown againſt the 
Wind. Hebab sInſurrection was to draw away the 
Men of 1/rael! from David; it ends in tumbling 
his own Head over the Wall, by a poor Wo- 


man. God cloathed all his Enemies with 


Shame; but David himſelf waxed greater and 
greater, for the Lord of Hoſt was with him. 

God has hitherto made good the fame Pro- 
miſe to our Gracious Sovereign in many In- 


ſtances. Has claathd his Enemies with Shame. 
Indeed the firſt Shame we wiſh them, is the 


Shame of having been Enemies to ſuch a 
Prince. Something like this, methinks, appears 
in the Endeavour to ſhift off che Odium of be- 


ing Enemies to ſo Excellent a Perſon, while 


they pretend that their Quarrel is only with 
his Servants; while he himſelf is acknowledg d 
the Admiration of the World. This is an O- 
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dium I am perſwaded will grow heavier ſtill, 
upon. every known. Enemy to King: George, 
and they will have more and more Need of that 
Diſtinction, meerly to cover the Shame of En- 
mity to ſuch a King. 3 


We, for our Parts, deſire not the Confuſion 
of any, but rather their Converſion. We pray 
daily that his Majeſty's Enemies may be leſſen- 
ed the beſt May, that is, by their. coming into 
a better Senſe of Things. But as for the ima 
placable Enemies to our happy Eſtabliſſiment 
when we pray that God would abate their” 
pride, aſſwage their Malice, and confound their». 
Devices; and that he would cloath them with 
Shame, and diſappoint, we do in Reality pray 
for them; becauſe, the moſt dreadſul Judgment 
that could befall them, in Puniſhment of their 
Wickedneſs and Folly, would be for God to 
give them up to their n Devices; and if ir 
were poſſible for them to ſuffer alone, yet 
Chriſtianity forbids to us ſuck a Degree of 
Malice, as to deſite they might be but as mi- 
ſerable as their own filly Wiſhes: would cer- 
tainly make chm * Bitis 

God has ſhamed their Projecis by Diſap- 
pointment; and we hope he will ſtill go on to 
do ſo, Their great Projects, to overturn the: 
Government; and their little Project, to di- 
ſtreſs and embroil it; to hinder Buſineſs, and 
clog the Wheels of the Adminiſtration. The 
Defigns to do our King Harm, and the Deſigns 
to difable him from doing ſo much Good, as 
otherwiſe he would. Their Foreign Projects, 
and their Domeſtick ones. God 


God: has ſhamed their Principles by Confuta- 


tion of them. And will do, ſo long as he 
adorns our Nation with Men, who underſtand 
the Laws, Divinity, and Common Senſe, well 
enough to oppoſe that * ſtrange Combination 
of Papiſts and Proteſtants, to bring in Popery 
in order to .prelerve the Church; and Tyranny 
in order to reſtore the Conſtitution: ec) 

The Doctrines that make for Tyranny, both 
in Church and State, were never more fairly laid 
qpen, nor more clearly confured. The doing 
this, has brought along with it clearer Notions 
of the Liberty of the Subject, and of the Chri- 
ſtian; and of the only Rule of our Religion. 
Plato rejoycd when he came to die, that he 
had liv'd in che ſame. Age wherein Socrates dif. 
fuſed ſo much Light in the World. I own Thave 
often rejoye d in Spirit, that I have liv'd inanAge 
wherein an entire Overthrow has been given to 
all the Doctrines of Slavery. Methinks I ſee 
the Opening of the Kingdom of Chriſt! tlie 
bringing the Chriſtian World back to the Bi- 
ble, as the only Statute Book of that Kingdom; 
and to Jeſus Chriſt, as our only King and 
Law. giver in Matters of Gonfcience and Sal- 
vation. 


pation; and will make Way for that loud 
Voice in Heav'n, ſaying; Now is come Salua- 
tion and Strength, and the Kingdom of our God, 
and the. Power of his CO *— Which Pre- 
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This will be the Ruin of Anti- chriſt, 
in all the remaining Branches of Human Uſur- 


[9 ] 


renders to his Authority, have fo long taken 


out of his Hands. 


Again, God has ſhamed the Perſons of many 
of King George's Enemies. 
Far be it from us to inſult the Nis brtupes of 


any. We pity, we bewail, the Sin and Folly 


of thoſe, who are deluded into Miſery, by 
hearkening to Men that © cannot be eaſy be- 
cauſe the Nation is happy? by hearkening to 
Men, who lead poor Creatures up to a Halter, 
and then very gravely take their Leave. But 
we cannot but obſerve the Providence of God, 

how he choaths the Enemies of the Nations 
Happineſs with Shame. Some in the juſt For- 


feitures of their Eſtates, Titles, and Honours; 
ſome in Baniſhment, where they are wandring 


about, ſoliciting Miſchief to their Natiye 


Country. The Law taking its Courſe upon 
others, they are brought to Shame ——- Bur, 
there let us draw the Veil upon this auſpicious 

Day, and pray, tha: fuch Inſtances may be 


but few. 


$. 2. The other Thing promiſed, was to mak? 


his Crown floutith upon himſelf. 


His Crown, tho David had no Hereditary 
Right, was of another Family, and a younger 
Son of that Family, his Crown ſhal, 7 flouriſh. 
Whoſoever they be that go about to deſtroy 
this Succeſſion, they ſhall be ſo miſerably de- 
feated, that they ſhall not be able to ſhow 


their Faces ; ; while, with Shame and Confuſi- 
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[ 10] 
on, they behold the Regal Dignity in his Fami- 
ly (notwichſtanding all their Attempts againſt 
it) in an unfading Glory. And it is proper 
to add here, That this was to have its full Ac- 


compliſhment in Jasus CurisT; whoſe. 


Crown of Honour and Power ſhall never fade, 
nor the Flowers of it wither. The Crowns of 
Earthly Princes endure not to all Generations, 
Prov. xxvii. 24. But CHRIST Crown ſhall 
endure to all Eternity, and the Crowns reſery'd 
for his faithful Subjects are ſuch as fade not a- 
way. F Having ſo much Reaſon to take the 
Text in this View, I ſhall by and by apply 
it accordingly ; and in the mean Time ler us 
turn this Promiſe or Prediction into a Prayer, 
for him that was crowned this Day, 

May his Crown flouriſh in the Loyalty and 
Affection of a loving and united People. It 
does ſo, among all that know and value the 
real Intereſt of the Nation, and Thanks be to 


God, they are © enough ro make him a happy 


King, as he has made us a happy People. May 
his Crown flouriſh in the Trade and Wealth of 
the Nation. The Proſperity of the Subject is 
the Flouriſhing of the Crown. This might 
have been greater at preſent if it had not been 
for the Intrigues of ſome, who are apt to make 
the loudeſt Qutcries upon this Occaſion. This is 


what we have Reaſon to expect will be ad- 


8 


Bi ſbop Patrick, in loc, 
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vane d to its higheſt Pitch, if his Majeſty's En- 


deavours towards a General Peace be not ob- 
ſtructed; and his Schemes take Place for rhe 
Welfare of Europe in general, and the Benefit 
of Great-Britam in particular. 

May his Crown flouriſh in Reſpect of his 
Honour and Intereſt Abroad. His Weight and 
Influence among the Princes and Potentates of 
the World. In this Reſpect it does flouriſhin an 
uncommon Degree. It muſt needs pleaſe every 
true Britton to ſee this King hold the Ballance 
of Europe in his own Hand; to ſee him fit at the 
Head of the Councils, and Determinations of the 
Princes round about. Here he ſettles Alliances 
that ſave Nations from Ruin. There he arbitrates 
as Mediator of jarring Kingdoms. Courted by 
ſome, dreaded by others, eſteemed by All, as 
one of the Wiſeſt and Beſt that wears a 
G 5 | | 

May the Crown flouriſh in the happy Eutail 
of ſo lovely a Poſterity. Tis pleaſant to ſee the 
Throne ſo filled, ſo ſurrounded. So many Prin- 
ces like a Conſtellation ſhining in a Place, 
where once it was fo offenſive a Propoſal to 
have but one of them appear. 


May the Crown flouriſh in the Favour f 


God to him and his Family; and the Smiles 
of Providence upon all his Undertakings. May 
he have the Honour to effect a General Peace, 
and bring Home with him an Univerſal Tran- 
quiliry, or the Materials of ir, ready to be put 


together. That ſo there may be an Opportu- 
nity of doing thoſe great Things, that will 


C 4 make 


688 N N 0 1 = 
- ” —— — —— — — ms — i= — 
n THEE WA AE TE : 5 3 | 
8 JESS 7+. es n "ys 
N 8 A 


The .. 
F—TTTCT 0 Pots 
r 


LE 
_ 


A 
wy 


PRES, - 


12 
make his Crown and Nation flouriſn more and 
more; ſuch as the interpoſing ſucceſsfully in Be- 


half of the poor perſecuted Proteſtants Abroad; 


the uniting our Diviſions, and healing our 
' Breaches at Home, and reforming our Vices; 
and the creating good Times in our Days. Ve 
(Chriſtians) pray for all Emperors, (ſays Tertullian) 
that Cod would giue them long Life, a ſecure Peace, 
a Family ſafe and fire, Valiant Armies, a faith- 
ful Senate, good Subjects, a quiet World, and all 
- Thines that he can defire, either as a Man or a 

Prince; in his perſonal or politick Capacity. * 


For the Application and further Improve- 
ment of theſe Words, I ſhall now addreſs my- 
ſeif co you, according to that double Capaci- 


ty wherein you may be conſider d, v/z. as a 


Religious Society, and as a Loyal One. 
' Firſt, as a Religious Society. And here the 
Word of Exhortation is, ſecure your own Crown 
that belongs to you as Chriſtians. _ 

In urging this upon you, I would keep up 
to the Stile of Day, in the Words of che Holy 
Ghoſt, Be thou faithful to the Death, and I 
will give Thee 4 Crown of Life. I The hea- 
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De pectore oramus--- precantes ſumus Omnes, ſemper, pro 


Omnibus Imperatoribus, Vitam illis prolixam, Imperium ſecu- 
rum, Domum tutam, Exercitus fortes, Senatum fidelem, popu- 
Jum probum, Orbem quietum, & quæcunque hominis & Cæſatis, 
Yora ſunt. Tert. Apol. c. 30, ; 858 | 

T Rev. ii. 10, | ; 
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| venly. Happineſs is repreſented to us bythe - | 
: beſt and greateſt Things we haye upon Earth, | 
. | becauſe they are the moſt glocious Things we 
. have; and for this End roo, that when we are Y 
; apt to be too much enamour d with them, they BY 
; may ſerve to remind us of thoſe better Things, E 
of which they are but the Figures. Such a A 
, Uſe of them would turn common Snares into 1 
. Monitors. And the Riches and Honours of 0 
7 this Life, inſtead of faſtening us down to this 1 
a | World, would be made a Step to ſomething 72 
greater and better in the other. Of all Things 2 
nothing is more tempting than a Crown below; HE 
but of all Things nothing more glorious than I 
— the Crown above. Be faithful and you ſhall 9 
A have it. Endure to the End you ſhall be ſaved, 
i- Vou profeſs to enquire after Truth. Receive 
a it as it is in feſus. Embrace it in the Love of 
| it. The Miniſterial Inſtruction is the appoint- 
© ed Means to come at the ſaving Knowledge of 


1 the Word of God. That Word of God is the 
Faith once deliver d to the Saints, which you 
p are earneſtly to contend for. That Word of 
y God is what you are to hold faſt the Profeſſion 
I of, without wavering. Thar Word of God is 
1- | the Thing committed to our Truſt ; the betray- 
ing the Authority of which, would make us 
worſe Traditores than thoſe who anciently gave 
ro up their Bibles. You have a noble Example, 
u- As xxiv. 14. This I confeſs unto thee, that 
after the Way which they call Hereſy, ſo Wor- 
ſhip I the God of my Father. xv. Believing all 
Things written in the Law and the Prophets, aud 


hate 
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haue Hopes towards God, which they themſelues 
alſo allow, that there ſhall be a Neſurrection of 
the Dead, both of the Fuſt and the Unjuſt. xvi. 


And herein do J exerciſe my ſelf, to have a Con- 


ſetence void of Offence toward God and Man. 
This I confeſs unto thee, oh Felix, I care not who 


knows it, nor do I care what follows it, that 
T believe all Things written in the Law and the 
Prophets, &c. and this Way they call'd Hereſy; 
becauſe the Apoſtle did not aifo believe the 
Gloſles of the Rabbies, and the Expoſition o 

the Phariſees ; by which they pretended to 


fix the Senſe of the Law and the Prophets for 


him; which, if he had believ'd, he had never 


been a Chriſtian. To be willing to be inſtruct- 
ed in any thing we are to judge of, is the 


lovely Qualiry of the Meck and Lowly ; but 


to give up the Text ro the Human Commen- 
rary, or your Faith in Chriſt to be determin'd 
by the Authority of Men; is what, I truſt, you 
are well inſtructed never to do. And if 7hzs 


May, any will call Hereſy, remember it is on- 


ly the Language of unbelieving Jews, and per- 
ſecuting Paps/ts. . i 
Remember again, that it is not enough that 
the Scriptures be belieud, without being obey d. 
What ſhall be the End of them that obey not the 
Goſpel? Mark the Connexion in the Apoſtle's 
believing all Things 


written—— and have Hope in God — and here- 
in do J exerciſe my ſelf to keep a Conſcience void 
of Offence. If his Faith had not work d by Love, if 
his Hope had not purify'd his Heart, if * 
| Vee 


Notice of two Things. 


ml. 

believing all Things written, had not been con- 
need with that exerciſing himſelf, it would 
have ſignify d nothing towards the Faithfulneſs 
to Death, or obtaining the Crown of Life. 
Therefore be conſtant and perſevere, in every 
Duty of Holineſs, and progreſſive Sanctifi- 
cation.:. © OE re, a 
Be patient in enduring for Chriſt, hold on, 

and hold out, againſt the Love of Life; the 
Fears of Death; the Snares of the World; and 
the Temprations of Satan; that neither Liſ nor 
Death may be able to ſeperate you from the Love 
of Cod. Guard againſt the Corruption that 
uſually attends the Safety and Pleaſures: of 
Proſperity ; and againſt all the Dejections and 
diſhoneſt \ Shifts of Adverſity. It's harder to 


En;oy, ſometimes, than to Loſe. The Proſpe- 


rity of Fools deſtroys them. Some who have 
held out in ſuffering Times, and born an ho- 
nourable Teſtimony in the Day of Tryal, have 
been ruin'd in the calm Eaſe and Luxury of 


proſperous Days. Strange! that it ſhould be an 


eaſier Task to part with our Subſtance, than with 
our Luſts and Corruptions! eaſter to ſuffer, 


than to enjoy! The Reſolution of many of the 


Proteſtant Nobility in France, was melted down 
by the Sun-ſhine of a Court, and the Offers of 


Royal Favour, which could not be moved by 


any foregoing Hardſhips. He that endures to 
the End ſhall be ſaved. Be thou faithful to the 
Death, and 1 will give thee a Crown of Life. 
This is the Promiſe, in which I would take 


1. The 


[16]. 


x. The Giver. I will give thee. 
IJ; who have wrought out eternal Redempti- 
on for thee. I, who have bought this Crown 
of Life for every faithful Soul. I, who once 
wore a Crown of Thorns my ſelf, that on you 
I might beſtow this Crown of Glory. I wil 
r *** g 
This is too great for any one to ſpeak in 
ſo abſolute a Form, but one who is GOD. 
God can give me no more. Nor can I be 
more obliged to God, than to receive a Crown 
of Life from him. Beſides, this Crown of Life 
zs God himſelf, the Enjoyment of God, with all MW 7 
his Perfections, and of Heavn in all its Glories, MW * 
which can be the Gift of none but God him- g 
ſelf. Eternal Life is the Gift of God, ſays tile 
Apoſtle, I give. unto thee. eternal Life, ſays . 
A 
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Chriſt; Chriſt then muſt be God, ſay I. And 
às this Language ſuits the Divinity of his Pet- 
Ton, fo the Manner of beſtowing ir diſplays the 
Riches of his Grace. I Vill give. After all 


Four Faithfullneſs and Diligence it is a Gift, | ** 
and not a Merit. When our Sovereign was || © 
this Day crown'd, Part of his Royal Stile run | 
thus, GEORGE, by the Grace of God, &c. C 
Ir will be ſo at our Coronation Day, and we | Y 

| ſhall fay then as we do now, it is by the Grace a 


F God that we are what we are. . 

2. The Reward itſelf, a Crown of Life. A | Y 

Crown is one of the moſt glorious Things among 

us, and comprehends in its Idea, all the Plea- | < 
ſure, and Honour, this World affords. So that 

when the heavenly Happineſs is compared to 

2 


EF] 
a Crown, and a Kingdom; it is as much as to 
lay, that it conſiſts of all the Pleaſures, Per- 
fections and Honours, that Crowns ſtand for 
on Earth, with a Difference to the Advantage 
of the heavenly One, as much as Heaven is a- 
bove the Earth, and God above all Creatures. 
\. Crowns of one Sort or another, have been 


in Uſe among all People, and in all Places, and 


the Purpoſes they have ſerved to, have been 
chiefly theſe Four. _ 1 25 
(..) Sometimes, and in ſome Places they have 
been uſed as a Token of Love, and a Rite of 
Eſpouſals. Not to mention Authorities that 
may be ſeen elſewhere, * Ir is ſuppoſed this 
Cuſtom is referd to, in Cant. iii. 11. Go forth 


oh ye Daughters of Zion, and behold King Solo- 


mon, with the Crown wherewith his Mother 


croumd him, in the Day of his Eſpouſals, and 


in the Day of the Gladneſs of his Heart. The 
Day of his Eſpouſals, (ſays Biſhop Patrick) 
was the Day when he took Pharos Daughter 
to Wife, at which Times it was the Manner 
to Crown marry d Perſons ; and his Father be- 


ing dead, it was done by his Mother. Of this 


Cuſtom Mention is made by many Authors, 


- which the Learned Reader may find in Bochart, 


his Geographia Sacra. P. 2. L. 1. C. 25. 
the Mz/nah informs us that this Nuptial Crown 


was in Uſe among the Jews as well as other 


Nations“ And his Paraphraſe upon it, is in 


A he 


— 


V. Athenæum Deipu. lib. 15. in Fabri Agoniſtico, 
D | 


theſe. 
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* ſhall publickly own his Church, and give 
ſt time his endleſs 
hriſt hath eſpouſed the Church 


> 


theſe Words, * As all the Dau ghters of Jeru- 


© {alem went out to behold the Glory wherein 
King Solomon ſhone, when he appeard in 
© State, with the Royal Crown which his Mo- 


| © ther put upon his Head, on his Marriage 


© Day; ſo let all the People of God, every 
© where, admire and extol the ſurpaſſing Glo- 


© ry of that great King, who ſhall appear to 


© becrown d with Glory, Honour and Joy, by 


© God himfelf; on that happy Day when he 


her the en Teſtimony of his ene 
e 


to himſelf. Virtually, upon the Croſs; Aftual- 


ty at the Converſion, of each Particular Soul; 


and will do it publickly, and in glorious Form, 
when thar Scripture has its laſt Accompliſh- 
ment, Rev. xix. 6, 8. The Marriage of the 


Lamb is come, and the Bride has made her ſelf 


ready. 544 © 23 | 
( 2.) Crowns were given as the Reward of Vi- 
ory or Service. | 5 


* 


This is the Notion in which it is offerd to 


you in that Exhortation, Be thou faithful — 


1 will give thee a Crown, — — wherein Chriſt, 
as the ges, or Judge of the Combat, holds 
out the Crown of Life, as the Judges did the 
Crowns in ancient Times, with this Procla- 
mation, Yincenti dabitur, To him that over- 
comes it ſhall be given. This Crown goes a- 


——_— —— 


— — — 
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4 B iſhop Fatrick's Paraphraſe on that Text. 


long 
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lon 8 with that Eulig „ Well done, good and 
faithfut Servant. Every Chriſtian is not a Max 
yr, and ſo cannot have the Crown peculiar ro 
that Character; but every Chriſtian is a Soldi- 


crand a Servant; and when the Chief She _ 


fall come, fhall receive a Crown of Glory. * 
(3) A Crown i is an Ornament of Glory. 


Wiclom ſhall give to thine Head an Ornament 


of Grace, a Crown of Glory ſhall 'fhe deliver unto 
thee, tf (i. e.) obſerve its Dickates, obe y its Voice, 
follow its Directions, it will make thee amia- 
ble and honourable, in the Eyes of him, who 
is the beſt Judge of what is amiable and ho- 
nourable. © In chis Senſe of it, the Alluſion to 
a Crown is elſewhere uſed, when it is faid, A 
virtuous Woman 1s a Win to her Huchand, oF 
One who diligently manages her Domeſtick 
Affairs, and prudently governs her Paſſions 
and Defires, is a ſingular Ornament and Ho» 


nour to her Husband, who may well glory in 


his Happineſs. **' And where the Apoſtle ſays, 
the Wes; is the Glory of the Man; that is, the 


adds a Luſtre and an Ornament to him. 


(4) Crowns are us d as Badges of Spoereignty. 
A: ſuch the Crown was placd upon the 
Head of our Soveteign this Day; accompa- 


N with other 1 >= The Rong bo which 
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he eſpouſed the Nation to himſelf; the Scepter, 


the Emblem of Power; and the Sword 'v Ju- 


ſtice. The Croſt and Globe has Reſpect to that 
Faith, of which he is the Defender throughout 
the Extent of his Dominions. 

Theſe are the Uſes of Crowns. 
tual Application of all this, is eaſy ro rhe 
_ Crown promis d by Chriſt. That is a Right of 

Eſpouſals of the univerſal Church, the Reward 
of Victory, the Ornament of Glory, and a 


Badge of the higheſt Honour and Dignity ; for 


the Saints ſhall have a Dominion in the Morn- 
ing, a Kingly Dominion. It is the Father's 
goed Pleaſure to beſtow upon them a Kingdom, 


cauſe he hath made them Kings and Ter 


unto Cod, even our Father. 
A Crown of fy 


Life. it ſelf is the Crown. The Happineſs | 


aypreſs 6 by it, is everlaſting. The Perſon e- 
ſpouſed, adorned, honour'd and dignify'd by 
1 5 Crown, ſhall die no more. 

there be any more Death, nor Sorro , nor Pain, 


for the former Things are paſſed away. * This 


is more than any carthly Crowns can pretend 

to: More than all of them, united into one 

univerſal Monarchy, can impart. 
Methinłks it carries ſome Admonition of 5 


chat our Kings are crown d in the ſame Place 


Where ey are N It is as if it ſnould be 


e * 
4 
* 


© Rep, xzi. 4. 


The | Þiri- 


Neither ſpall 


Faid to a Prince 8 in all his Regalia upon 


the Throne, Sir, This Crown cannot give on 
Immortality, it is not the Crown of Life, Jou 


ſpread your preſent Glories upon the Aſhes of 


your Anceſtors, who have ſate upon this Throne, 
and worn this Crown before you. Jou muſt come 
down from this Throne to that ſume Vault. 
Little Minds would count this an uncourtly 


Admonition at ſuch a Time; but there are ma- 


ny Inſtances of great Souls in Hiſtory, who 


have taken Care to be put in Mind of a Leſſon 


ſo ſeaſonable at all Times, and ſo neceſſaty 
to prevent Man's forgeting himſelf, at ſuch 2 
Time as that I am ſpeaking of. 


Oh the Digniry of the Chriſtian 3 ü 


and State! Each One is the Son of a King, 


and born to a Crown, 8 
born from above. A Crown, which God has 
called a Crown of Righteouſneſs, à Crown of 


| Glory, and a Crown of Life. A Crown of 


Rjzhteouſneſs, becauſe, it is the: Reward of 


Righteouſneſs; becauſe it partly conſiſts in per- 


fect Righteouſneſs, our ſubjective Glory; be- 


cauſe it is an Act of Righteouſneſs in God to 
give it to us, for whom the Righteouſneſs of 


Jeſus Chriſt has bought it; which Cod, the 


| Righteous Fudge ſaall give. He will put it up- 


on our Head, not only as a loving Friend, but 

as a righteous Judge. It is alſo called a Crown 
of Glory, becauſe God's Glory is the Matter of 
it; and God's Glory is diſplay'd in our Acqui- 
ſition and Enjoyment of it. And it is call'd the 
Crown of Life, becauſe the Happinels expreſs d 


by 


who is born of God, and 
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by, is everlaſting, and the Perſons that receive 
anne, PHT 2077 

Say thus'much of any Crown in the World 
| beſide, if you can. They ſometimes ſit heavy; 
are always lin d with thorny Cares, and muſt 
be laid aſide at the appointed Time. O King 
true for ever! was an Eaſtern Compliment. The 
Chriſtian Subject can apply it to Heaven, 
and turn it into a hearty Prayer. There is in- 
deed a Maxim in our Law, that the King never 
diss, and therefore it is called a Demiſe of the 
Crown but that Perpetuity can be only true of 
the Charucter, not of rhe Perſons. There is ano- 
ther Maxim in the Statute Law of God, that 
reaches from the Throne to the Dunghill, (Sra- 
tutum eft) it is appointed for Man once to die, I 
a faid ye are Gods, but ye ſhall die like (other) 
n | . 1 
Tis this Crown of Life alone that gives Im- 
mortality, and that belongs ro every Saint. 
Tow fee your Calling, Brethren. Ts it not an high 
and holy Calling? The Head of the meaneſt 
Saint ſhall be a crown'd Head in the Day of 
the Lord; when the wicked crown'd Heads 


ſhall becover'd with eternal Shame; for Crowns 


and Sceprers of this World, are no Tickets to 


enter the Kingdom of Heaven by, Whatever 


Prerogatives may attend them here. 
Surely there is little Faith in the World! 
for if theſe Things were believ d, and the hea- 
venly Crowns had the ſame Attraction as the 
earthly ones, Men would venture, ſtrive, la- 
bour, for the Crown of Life, as we do fee 


them 


[23] 


| them venture all for the Kingdoms of this 


World, and the Violent would take the Kingdom 
of Heaven by Force: Let us that do believe, re- 
member the Words of our Lord, Rev. iii. ax 


Behold ] come quickly, hold faſt that thou haſt 
Let no Man take thy Crown. Theres no Need 


of it, for there is a Crown for every one. In 
other Caſes all run, but one only obtains; 
but in this, we may all /o run as to obtain. 
And there is another. Reaſon why we ſhould 


let no Man take our Crown, becauſe there is 


no doing without it; in. other Caſes if we 
have not a Crown, we may have ſomething 
elſe; ſome Eſtate and Accommodation; but 
here the Caſe is otherwiſe, we muſt have this 


Crown or be miſerable. The great Day will | 


be either our Coronation, or our Execution, 
we muſt be crown'd with Glory, or cover d 
with Shame. let ont 
Prepare therefore for your Coronation: Day, 
as a Day of the greateſt Show, and of the moſt 
important Decz/ion that ever was in the World. 
We have nothing here below ſo fine. as a Co- 


ronation. Nothing upon Earth more ſplendid. 


It was upon ſome ſuch ſtately: Occaſion that 
a Prince once ſaid to a plain Man that was ad» 
miring the Show; Oh Friend, . days he) if thou 
did ſt but know the Cares and Traubles that are 
within this Circle, (pointing to his Crown) 
thou would ſt not ſlocp to take this Crown off the 


Dunghill. But I may ſay, Ob Chriſtian, if 


thou did ſt but fully know the Foy, the Pleaſure, 
he Honour, the Dignity and Glory that le- 
_ Hono! Dig 2 


— — ä — 2 — 


long for thy Ct or 
our Lord ſhall come, and this Reward with 
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tongs to. thy Crown, thou would ft impatiently 
y\ Coronation ; For the Day When 


him; when every Heir of the Kingdom ſhall 
be crown'd together; and march up with Chriſt 
at the Head of em, in Obedience to that Invi- 
ration, Come, ye Bleſſed of my Father, inherit 
the Kingdom prepared for you. And they ſhall 
tive and reign with him for ever and ever. 
In the ſecond Place, I am to addreſs my ſelf 
to you as a Loyal Society; and the avowed 
Friends to our Gracious Sovereign, and his 
Government. And here the Word of Exhorta- 
tion is, That you would do your Part in your 
reſpective Stations, that King GEORGE's 


Crown may fill flouriſh upon his Head, To 
our Honour it has been obſerved, and will 


continue I hope to be always true, that among 
Proteſtant Diſſenters there has not been an o- 
pen Rebel againſt him, nor ſo much as any 


ſuſpected Enemy. Tis to our Honour again, 


to be good Subjects for the common Protecti- 
on of our civil and religious Rights; when tis 
as much as ever ſome can be, with the Encou- 


ragement of all the Emoluments of Church and 
State. I am perſwaded nothing ſhall ariſe from 


us contrary to this honeſt Gloriation, to make ir 


void. Nothing that ſhall give any Uneaſineſs, 


or add in the leaſt to thoſe Thorns, with which 
it is ſaid all Crowns are lined. Let us main- 
tain Peace and Union among our ſelves, and 
with our Neighbours. If there be any who 
have Ends to ſerve by our Diviſions, let _ 
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55 that we are reſolv d to agree in that of the 


poſtle, To lee the Brotherhoad, fear Cad, and 


e the King. II Politicians try to weak- | 
en our Hands by dividing our Hearts, let them 
be cloathed with Shame, when they ſhall ſee 
that no Tricks can withdraw us in the leaſt 
from our 1 to his Majeſty and the 
Royal Family. 


8 
By our Obedience to che Commands of God; 
and pleaſing. him at all Times, let us endea- 


vour to obtain. the Bleſſing and Favour of 
God upon the Family he hath ſo. happily plant- 


ed among us. A wicked Man is always a bad 
Subject, fo far as his Sin tends to bring down 


the Judgments of God upon a State and Na- 


tion; but By the Bleſing of the Upright, a Cit 
15 exatted: but 1s OUTFIT by the Mont bo 7. 
Witked., + 


Let us inceſſantly pray to God for our - King 


and the Royal Family, chat as we have hither- 
to rejoyc d ina Series of aſtoniſhing, Succeſs, 
the moſt High would be pleas d to continue 
the ſame Bleſſings to his Councils at Home, 
and his Arms Abroad. May His Wind, that 
baffled the ny Deſigns n us, fa- 
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* 1 Pet. it, 7. 
* Prov. xi. 11. b 


In this we are all of a Mind, 
to a Man; ready, both to defend the Crown 
where God has plac d it, and to make it flou- 
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